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President Elon has set his sights on a new target.

SLAVEN VLASIC/GETTY IMAGES/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Edith Olmsted /
February 17,2025 / 10:46 a.m. ET



https://newrepublic.com/authors/edith-olmsted
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Elon%20Musk%20Threatens%20to%20Imprison%20Entire%20News%20Agency%20https://newrepublic.com/post/191591/elon-musk-imprison-news-agency-60-minutes%20via%20@newrepublic.com
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https://newrepublic.com/post/191591/elon-musk-imprison-news-agency-60-minutes&title=Elon%20Musk%20Threatens%20to%20Imprison%20Entire%20News%20Agency
https://wa.me/?text=Elon%20Musk%20Threatens%20to%20Imprison%20Entire%20News%20Agency%20https://newrepublic.com/post/191591/elon-musk-imprison-news-agency-60-minutes
https://threads.net/intent/post?text=Elon%20Musk%20Threatens%20to%20Imprison%20Entire%20News%20Agency%20https://newrepublic.com/post/191591/elon-musk-imprison-news-agency-60-minutes%20via%20@newrepublic
mailto:?subject=&body=Elon%20Musk%20Threatens%20to%20Imprison%20Entire%20News%20Agency%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fnewrepublic.com%2Fpost%2F191591%2Felon-musk-imprison-news-agency-60-minutes

Your inbox is your home page, and The New Republic makes it
smarter. Sign up now for your free newsletter.

Elon Musk is pushing for a massive crackdown on free speech, by taking up the rusty
rapier that is Donald Trump’s pitiable crusade against CBS’s 60 Minutes.

The president has been fuming about Kamala Harris’s interview on CBS’s 60 Minutes
since it first aired in September, and claimed that the show had “defrauded the
public” by airing different portions of Harris’s answer to a question about Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on different days. A transcript of the original
interview released by the Federal Communications Commission earlier this month
found that both answers were part of the same extended response.

“60 Minutes are the biggest liars in the world!” Musk wrote in a post on X Sunday.
“They engaged in deliberate deception to interfere with the last election. They
deserve a long prison sentence.”

MuskK’s fascist threat to imprison journalists was a deflection written in response to a
post from 60 Minutes that criticized his efforts to gut USAID.

“President Trump says USAID is rife with fraud. But Andrew Natsios, a Republican
former administrator of USAID, calls that ‘utter nonsense.” Natsios says USAID is ‘the
most accountable aid agency in the world,”” read the post from 60 Minutes.

Musk’s outrageous threat feels all the more prescient after the Trump administration
last week moved to indefinitely ban the Associated Press from the White House and
Air Force One, over its refusal to use the fake name Trump came up with for the Gulf
of Mexico.
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