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Trump Pressures Romania on
Andrew Tate in Stunning New Low
The Trump administration is harassing Romania about easing up on the far-right
misogynist accused of sex trafficking.
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Donald Trump is urging a foreign government to relax restrictions on a right-wing
influencer charged with human trafficking and rape.

Andrew Tate, the former kickboxer and self-described “misogynist” influencer, and
his brother Tristan, have been the subject of a protracted legal battle in Romania after
they were arrested in 2022 on charges of human trafficking, sexual misconduct,
money laundering, and organized crime, all of which they have denied.

The brothers were able to block their indictment in Romania for now, and they were
freed from house arrest last month. They are still not allowed to leave the country as
investigations continue, however, according to a court order. A Romanian court also
ruled last year that after the court proceedings finish, the brothers can be extradited
to the U.K., to face additional charges of sex crimes.

Tate’s name was first floated by a U.S. official during a phone call with the Romanian
government last week, and then revisited by Trump’s special envoy Richard Grenell,
who spoke with Romanian Foreign Minister Emil Hurezeanu when he traveled to
Munich last week, three people familiar with the matter told the Financial Times.

Another person said that a request was made for the brothers’ passports to be
returned to them, and that they be allowed to travel while they wait for the court
proceedings to conclude.

Hurezeanu declined to comment on his interaction with Grenell, but his
spokesperson confirmed that a conversation took place. “Romanian courts are
independent and operate based on the law, there is due process,” the spokesperson
said, without getting into specifics.

The spokesperson said that Hurezeanu had initiated the conversation with Grenell,
who he’d known since working together in Berlin during Trump’s first term.

Meanwhile, Grenell denied knowing Hureseanu at all. He “saw me in the hallway” in
Munich and “asked for a meeting”, Grennel said, adding that the two had “no
substantive conversation,” according to the Financial Times.
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“I support the Tate brothers as evident by my publicly available tweets,” Grennell
added.

Grenell had posted on X earlier this month claiming that programs funded by USAID
had been “weaponized against people and politicians who weren’t woke,” adding that
“Romania is the latest example.”

Tate is a central figure in the manosphere of contemptible internet chauvinists, a
group of right-wing shills Trump was able to utilize in his run for the presidency. A
2023 study by Equimundo on the state of American men found that more of the
youngest men trusted Tate than President Joe Biden.

Last month, Elon Musk expressed support for Tate’s strange bid to become prime
minister of the UK. It’s possible that he thinks entering office could shield him from
prosecution. Where have we seen that before?

Now, Trump seems to be searching for ways to pay back his staunch supporters—no
matter how grotesque the accusations against them.
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Elon Musk’s DOGE Wants to Seize
Your Private Tax Data
The Internal Revenue Service is the next agency in the tech mogul's crosshairs.

https://newrepublic.com/article/191573/musk-trump-freeze-ira-education-environment
https://newrepublic.com/article/191573/musk-trump-freeze-ira-education-environment
https://newrepublic.com/article/191573/musk-trump-freeze-ira-education-environment
https://x.com/RichardGrenell/status/1886555811289424316
https://newrepublic.com/article/184697/trump-adin-ross-interview-weird-lonely-young-dudes-hate-women
https://www.equimundo.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/STATE-OF-AMERICAN-MEN-2023.pdf
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1876505478068593121
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/jan/14/is-andrew-tate-going-to-reinvent-himself-as-a-politician-and-save-britan-sic
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Trump%20Pressures%20Romania%20on%20Andrew%20Tate%20in%20Stunning%20New%20Low%20https://newrepublic.com/post/191597/trump-romania-andrew-tate%20via%20@newrepublic.com
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https://newrepublic.com/post/191597/trump-romania-andrew-tate&title=Trump%20Pressures%20Romania%20on%20Andrew%20Tate%20in%20Stunning%20New%20Low
https://wa.me/?text=Trump%20Pressures%20Romania%20on%20Andrew%20Tate%20in%20Stunning%20New%20Low%20https://newrepublic.com/post/191597/trump-romania-andrew-tate
https://threads.net/intent/post?text=Trump%20Pressures%20Romania%20on%20Andrew%20Tate%20in%20Stunning%20New%20Low%20https://newrepublic.com/post/191597/trump-romania-andrew-tate%20via%20@newrepublic
mailto:?subject=&body=Trump%20Pressures%20Romania%20on%20Andrew%20Tate%20in%20Stunning%20New%20Low%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fnewrepublic.com%2Fpost%2F191597%2Ftrump-romania-andrew-tate
https://bsky.app/intent/compose?text=Elon%20Musk%E2%80%99s%20DOGE%20Wants%20to%20Seize%20Your%20Private%20Tax%20Data%20https://newrepublic.com/post/191594/elon-musk-doge-taxpayer-personal-data-irs%20via%20@newrepublic.com
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https://newrepublic.com/post/191594/elon-musk-doge-taxpayer-personal-data-irs&title=Elon%20Musk%E2%80%99s%20DOGE%20Wants%20to%20Seize%20Your%20Private%20Tax%20Data
https://wa.me/?text=Elon%20Musk%E2%80%99s%20DOGE%20Wants%20to%20Seize%20Your%20Private%20Tax%20Data%20https://newrepublic.com/post/191594/elon-musk-doge-taxpayer-personal-data-irs
https://threads.net/intent/post?text=Elon%20Musk%E2%80%99s%20DOGE%20Wants%20to%20Seize%20Your%20Private%20Tax%20Data%20https://newrepublic.com/post/191594/elon-musk-doge-taxpayer-personal-data-irs%20via%20@newrepublic
mailto:?subject=&body=Elon%20Musk%E2%80%99s%20DOGE%20Wants%20to%20Seize%20Your%20Private%20Tax%20Data%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fnewrepublic.com%2Fpost%2F191594%2Felon-musk-doge-taxpayer-personal-data-irs

